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Godõs Word Is Truth 
By Pastor Paul Dancy  

 
      Bible studies, Sunday school and confirmation classes are beginning at 

Praise in September after taking a break for the summer.   God has revealed 

Himself and His Will for us in His Holy Word, but the sad fact is that many Chris-

tians just aren't listening. We all have problems, questions and difficult situations 

that we have to deal with, as well as spiritual questions about God, salvation, 

morals, family issues, world issues, relationship and economic situations.  Believe 

it or not, 99% of all of the answers to our questions and problems in life are in the 

Bible!  

     We hope that EVERY MEMBER OF PRAISE can be involved in one of our Bible 

classes, which are offered for different ages, genders and times during the 

week. Please see the listing in this Pulse from the Parish Education Special Minis-

try. If you have some friends or family members who do not have a church or a 

saving faith in our Lord Jesus, inviting them to a Bible Class is a wonderful oppor-

tunity to introduce them to our Lord and to Praise Lutheran Church.  "Come 

with me"... is the most loving and effective way to help bring people to Christ.  

     We'll need to be creative about our Bible Classes this fall as our building pro-

ject will move us around to new spaces for a while.  We're already moving out 

equipment from the Multi -purpose room into trailers in the parking lot.  The 

building schedule points to the middle of September to have the Youth wing 

completed, and the demolition of portions of the inside of the multi -purpose 

room and the north wall.  Our plan is to worship for 4 -6 weeks in the new Youth 

Room while the Sanctuary is being completed, but we all know how our human 

plans - especially building  plans go!  We hope to be in the new sanctuary by 

December; it would be wonderful to celebrate Christmas in a new church!  

     Knowing, reading and studying God's Word is very important in light of grow-

ing Islamic activities in America these days.  Much of talk radio and the eve-

ning news are filled with concerns with Islam pushing it's way into America and 

our culture.  Few people are actually familiar with the tenets of Islam and 

what's in the Qurõan. At the same time that I'm encouraging you to seriously 

study God's Word, I've also been reading the Qurõan!  But I'm not reading it as 

devotional material by any means! I'm spying out the game plans and strate-

gies of what Islam and Satan are up to, and they're much further along in 

America and the world than you might guess!  Enclosed in this issue of the Pulse  

is a 2-page report entitled, "The Spread of Islam in America is Devouring Us 

Alive." I encourage you to read this carefully and share it with others who aren't 

familiar with Islam.  I list many verses directly from the Qurõan, which incite all 

Muslims to fight, kill, make war and maim "infidels and unbelievers" (us!) and 

those who reject or criticize Islam.  This report may seem like 'hate speech' to 

some, but it merely lists verses from the Qurõan itself which threaten us, and 

make Islam completely incompatible with American democracy.  PLEASE do 



The Praise Pulse Page 2  

not attach my name or anyone 

else's name to this paper if you 

choose to share it, as threats of 

violence by Islamic radicals is very 

real.   

     Some time soon we will share 

some videos and more information 

about the real nature and threat 

of Islam.  

     We look forward to seeing you 

gather with God's people at Praise 

weekly as we come to receive all 

the gifts that He offers us in wor-

ship:  spiritual strength, God's Word 

proclaimed and explained, and 

forgiveness itself in the absolution 

and the Lord's Supper. We respond 

to God's grace and goodness as 

we praise Him in song and offer 

Him our prayers, offerings and our 

very lives in service!    

  

THE BLUE ENVELOPE  that you find 

in the Pulse this month can be 

used for several purposes.  Please 

take a look at it and keep it.  If 

you've missed several weeks of 

offerings at Praise over the sum-

mer and would like to make that 

up, there's a place to indicate 

that and either mail it in to Praise 

or drop it into the offering plate.  If 

you would like to offer a memorial 

for a loved one and even desig-

nate the funds go to a specific 

ministry at Praise, you can do 

that, too.  Since we still need al-

most $80,000 more for the Building 

Project to take care of several 

'extras' that weren't included in 

the first cost estimation, you can 

use the envelope for that as well. 

Thanks to all who support so gen-

erously the ministry 

at Praise Lutheran 

Church and Little 

Praisers Child Care 

Ministry! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Pastor Brown  

 

 

I recently finished reading the latest book released by Tri -

Pillar Publishing.  òTalking Picturesó was authored by Dr. Jacob You-

mans, head of the LCMS DCE (Director of Christian Education) pro-

gram at Concordia University, Austin, TX (my alma mater).  Heõs a 

specialist in outreach evangelism and is a lover of missions.  His 

heart for the Gospel truly shines through in the pages of his work.  

 My experience reading òTalking Picturesó was truly an en-

joyable and motivating one.  The pages almost seemed to turn 

themselves as my eyes couldnõt wait to read about the next treas-

ure of the Gospel that Dr. Youmans had to share with me.  If youõre 

a fan of the cinema, Iõm sure youõll feel the same way I did about 

this book.  In his writing, the author takes a detailed look at how 

one can turn a trip to the movies into a mission trip.  Packed cover 

to cover with plenty of practical examples, Dr. Youmans shares his 

passion with movies and how any enthusiast of the ôbig screenõ 

can use scenes from a movie to relate the Good News of Jesus to 

friends and family.  I was spiritually enriched through this book and 

gleaned many terrific ideas about how to correlate any ordinary 

movie (and subsequently many various scenarios from everyday 

life) into a witness for the Lord.  I was impressed with Jacobõs appli-

cation as well as his theological insights.  And yet, he relates them 

all in a way that is easy for every person to make a connection.  

This book is definitely one that youõll want to check out.  It gets two 

thumbs up from this pastor.  

 òTalking Picturesó can be ordered from 

www.TriPillarPublishing.com , or our Outreach board at Praise is sell-

ing his books too.  Outreach is doing this for two reasons.  First, this is 

such a great book to motivate, inspire, and train folks for outreach 

evangelism that we want to do everything possible to get it into 

your hands.  Second, our profit will all go to the Outreach board at 

Praise Lutheran Church.  If you would like a copy of the book for 

yourself, please make a check payable to Praise, write òTalking Pic-

turesó in the memo, and leave the check in Pastor Brownõs mailbox. 

 A note about Tri -Pillar Publishing:  You may recall that this is 

the same company that already partners with and donates so 

much to Praise Lutheran Church.  Tri -Pillar not only manages our 

website at absolutely no charge to this congregation, but they 

have been instrumental in working with our Outreach Board and 

especially with the martial arts ministry.  Show your support and give 

your thanks to Tri -Pillar, and let them know that our Lord has used 

them to do great things once again!  

http://www.TriPillarPublishing.com
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By Brian Sickafoose  

 

  I would like to take this opportunity to personally 

say thank you to all the members of the congre-

gation.  When my wife Janie and I joined this con-

gregation, we were told that the people of Praise 

were some of the most friendly, giving and sup-

portive people we would ever meet.  That com-

ment was a huge understatement.  Your kind 

words, support and generosity through this build-

ing process have been very inspirational, motivat-

ing and even a bit overwhelming at times.  Every-

one has gotten behind this project and is so ex-

cited to see it rising up before us.  The generosity 

displayed during the òTree Driveó was overwhelm-

ing.  Not only did we get the required 14 trees, 

but because of your generosity, we actually were 

able to obtain 20 trees.  I was told that kind of a 

response would happen, but I had my doubts 

given the state of the economy and all the finan-

cial support this congregation has given this pro-

ject already.  Never have I been happier to say, I 

was wrong.  

 

Well, another month has come and gone and 

progress is visible everywhere.  The Lord has seen 

fit to provide us with good building weather, al-

beit a bit warm and humid at times.  I am happy 

to report there are no major issues or obstacles 

with regard to the building process as of this writ-

ing.  If everything goes according to plan, the 

Youth Room is scheduled for completion around 

September 10 th .  This will be just ahead of the 

scheduled demolition of the North end of the Fel-

lowship hall which is currently planned to begin 

the week of September 13 th .  This will start the en-

tire renovation process of the current Fellowship 

Hall and Sanctuary areas.  Spiritual Care mem-

bers are busy at work coming up with alternatives 

for where to conduct Sunday Worship services 

during the renovation.  The search is also on for 

volunteers to help organize and take care of the 

logistical issues of removing everything from the 

current hall and storing the materials somewhere 

until the building project is finished.  Iõm sure you 

will hear more about this effort in the days and 

weeks to come.  

 

The committee also would like to emphasize that 

donations to the building fund are still very much 

needed and appreciated.  To date, there have 

been a number of changes to the original plan 

submitted for consideration.  Each change usu-

ally results in additional cost.  Why are there so 

many changes?  If you have ever built a house or 

similar building then you know how difficult it is to 

think of everything right up front.  Sometimes you 

just have to see the result before you realize that 

it just wonõt work and needs to be changed.  

Some changes have been due to building codes 

and regulations that seem to always be in flux.  

Others are oversights that werenõt obvious on pa-

per, but now that construction has begun, are 

easy to identify.  Please keep in mind that not all 

changes brought to committee are approved.  A 

number of changes have been denied along 

with some projects that are really maintenance 

items and should not have even been included in 

the building project.  

 

So, while progress is being made, please keep 

those donations coming.  Remember, every dime 

we can take in is that much less we have to bor-

row in conjunction with our Re -Financing and 

agreement.  



 

Sundays  
8:00 & 10:45 AM  

Holy Communion:  

1st, 3rd, & 5th Sundays  
 

 

Mondays  

6:00 PM 

Holy Communion:  

Mondays following the 1st & 3rd Sundays  

J u s t i c e  B r e a d   
available at Praise  

 

Our Prayer Chain will gladly offer prayers for you or a 

loved one who is suffering a crisis in their life.  
 

Requests should be directed to:  

Lois Gumbert at 637 -3010 or  

lgumbertlig@yahoo.com  
 

"It is a pleasure to welcome Dolores King and Heidi Dancy to the Praise 

Prayer Chain. It will be a blessing to have you join us in prayer!ò 

 

 òKeep praying earnestly for all Christians everywhere.ó  Ephesians 6:18 TLB 

You can reach the church office  

10:00 AM - 4:00 PM  

Monday through Friday  

unless the office and daycare are 

closed due to a holiday.  

490-7729 

office@praiselc.org  

JUSTICE BREAD is baked the old fashioned way as a 

round loaf of either wheat, white or a monthly specialty 

bread. It is available once a month at 18 participating 

Lutheran Congregations and Concordia Theological 

Seminary.  

Through a matching grant from The Lutheran Founda-

tion, the entire amount that you pay for Justice Bread 

goes to help the poor and working poor through LSSI's 

Emergency Assistance Program.  

Next Sale:  

September 12th, 2010  
 

All loaves: $3.00  
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LOOKING FOR A CHURCH?  

WANTING TO REVIEW SOME  

BASIC CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE?   

DO YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE 

WHO DOESN'T HAVE A CHURCH 

OR WOULD LIKE TO KNOW MORE 

ABOUT CHRISTIANITY?   

 
Pastor Dancy will be starting an Adult Instruction 

Class entitled, "Bible Discovery" in September, on 

Monday evenings from 7 - 9 pm.  The eight -week 

class examines the main teachings of the Scriptures 

and covers dozens of contemporary topics that af-

fect our lives every day. If interested, please call him 

(494.9970) or the church, or complete one of the 

forms, which will be in the Sunday bulletins.  Invite a 

friend to join you!  

PRAISE  MEMBERS CARING FOR ONE ANOTHER 
 

In July about 10 members of 

Praise met together to discuss 

ways that we can care for 

those in the congregation 

who have needs.  Some have health care ques-

tions or situations, other elderly members need a 

helping hand with things at home.  Some people 

need financial advice, while new mothers need a 

hand with meals or housework for a couple weeks 

after their baby is born.  Single women need some 

muscle at home moving things or with home re-

pairs. Shut-ins need a visitor and those who have 

lost a spouse need a shoulder.  If you would like to 

help, another organizational meeting is being 

planned for Sunday, September 26  after the sec-

ond service. We'll meet for only an hour or so and 

include some food to tide you over until lunch!  

Questions?  Call Pastor Dancy at 494.9970.  

Euchre Night   
 

Saturday, September 18  

6-8 p.m.  

Bring a snack to share.  



               Only today  

There are two days in every week about which we should-
nõt worry.  
 
One is yesterday, with its mistakes and cares, its aches and 
pains. Yesterday has passed forever beyond our control.  
 
The other day is tomorrow, with its possible adversities and 
blunders. Until its sun rises, we have no stake in tomorrow, 
for it is yet unborn.  
 
That leaves only one day ñ today. Anyone can fight the 
battle of just one day. It is only when we add the burden of 
those two eternities ñ yesterday and tomorrow ñ that con-
tentment will escape us.  
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NEED A PASSPORT 
By Pastor Brown 

 

 

There are only approximately 60 days left to get 

your deposit in so you can join your friends from 

Praise in the Holy Land next summer.  Only $150.00 

is due by November 1 st.  However, donõt wait until 

then to make the arrangements.  Passports need 

to be in hand by the time deposits are paid.  Any 

questions should be addressed to Pastor Brown.  

More information can be found at  

h t t p : / / w w w . a l p h a 2 o m e g a t r a v e l . o r g /

pastorjbrown/index.html   

Special dates  

Å Labor Day, September 6, 2010  
Å Patriot Day (remembrance of Sept. 11), September 11, 
2010  
Å National Grandparents Day, September 12, 2010  
Å First Day of Autumn, September 23, 2010 

WE NEED YOUR  

2 CENTS 
By Pastor Brown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No, weõre not collecting money or trying to hit you 

up for another donation.  The title to this article, 

òWe need your 2 centsó is just using the expression 

to let you know we want your input with the Youth 

Board at Praise.  Our monthly meetings are on the 

third Wednesday of each month at 5:30 at Praise.  

The meetings are always open to everyone and of 

course we could always use more input and assis-

tance with our program.  However, this is a special 

plea to you because the next few months will be 

critical in the development of our new youth 

room.  We will be forming a committee to design, 

decorate, furnish, and also make a lot of decisions 

to steer the youth room ministry in non -tangible 

ways.  Plans will be made for various items any-

where from naming the youth room, renaming the 

youth groups themselves, color and design 

themes, placement of furniture, and much more.  

Critical changes and resolutions will be in the form-

ing stages soon and will be put into place by the 

end of the year.  Therefore, now is the time to 

jump in and give that 2 cents.  Either come to a 

meeting, or see one of us (suggestions are most 

helpful if put in writing).  Our ministry team consists 

of:  Ben Saurer - Coordinator of the Youth Board, 

Jim Skersewski ð Assistant Coordinator, Katy Teitzel 

ð treasurer, Stacie Brown ð Secretary, Tracie Luley ð 

Fundraising, and Pastor Brown ð Professional Youth 

Worker.   

http://www.alpha2omegatravel.org/pastorjbrown/index.html
http://www.alpha2omegatravel.org/pastorjbrown/index.html


October Newsletter  
Deadline September 15th ! 

 

E-mail your articles to:  
Jennifer Engelsrud  

engelsrud@verizon.net  
Or call 490-8047 
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By Sandy Wright  

 

  

Bradley Fiedler  

  

   Brad was born on July 2, 1974 in Fort Wayne, 

where he was raised.   He received a degree in me-

chanical engineering from Purdue University.   For 

the past fifteen years, he has been employed at 

Fort Wayne Mold and Engineering.   He enjoys golf, 

watching baseball, fishing and playing with his sons.  

   On June 15, 2002, he married Julie at Messiah Lu-

theran Church in Fort Wayne.   They reside in the 

Huntertown area with their two sons, and are ex-

pecting son # 3 in September.   Brad is a brother of 

member Dawn Fugate.  

   Maxwell was born on November 12, 2004 at Du-

pont Hospital in Fort wayne.   He just started kinder-

garten at Our Hope Lutheran School, where he at-

tended pre -school last year.   He loves the outdoors 

and baseball, soccer and fishing.   Dad says he has 

a good imagination.  

   Harrison was also born at Dupont Hospital, on Au-

gust 31, 2007.    He can tell all there is to know about 

excavators, bulldozers and bobcats, and he tries to 

do whatever his brother does.  

   Brad says that everybody at Praise has been very 

nice and cordial; it's a very friendly church.  

   Welcome to Praise, Brad, Maxwell and Harri-

son.  May you find Jesus's love and blessings sur-

rounding you here.  

  

                          

  

Mitch and Mindy Delagrange  
  

   On September 8, 1969, Mitch was born in Colum-

bia City and was raised in the Leo area.   He gradu-

ated from Ball State with a business degree; then 

received his accounting degree at IPFW.   He likes to 

golf when he can.   Recently, he was a 

VBS  volunteer here at Praise.   Members Jacob and 

Sandra Delagrange are Mitch's parents.  

   Mindy was born in Decatur, Indiana on August 6, 

1971, and grew up there. Her teaching degree was 

earned at Ball State  and  she received her masters 

at IPFW.  She is employed with East Allen County 

Schools and teaches third grade at Cedarville Ele-

mentary school.   Member Judy Teague is Mindy's 

cousin.  

   Her hobbies are puzzles, singing and read-

ing.   Mindy was the director of Praise's VBS and sings 

in the Praise band.   She tutors children in reading 

and serves on various committees at school.  

   Mitch and Mindy met at college and were mar-

ried on May 24, 1997 in Preble, Indiana.   They live in 

Fort Wayne with their two children.  

   Tyler was born in Parkview Hospital, Fort Wayne, on 

May 24, 1997.   He is a third grader at Hickory Center 

School.  He plays football and takes guitar les-

sons.  (A future Praise Band member, perhaps?)  

   Hope was born on June 30, 2004 at Parkview Hos-

pital.   She is in kindergarten at Hickory Center 

School.   She likes singing, bike riding and takes 

dance lessons.  

   Mitch, Mindy, Tyler and Hope ---welcome to your 

new church family at Praise.   May  you be blessed 

with peace and joy in all you do.  

  

                                   

  

Nick Johnson        
  

   On April 23, 1993, Nick was born  in Parkview Hospi-

tal in Fort Wayne.   Except for  living a year in  Florida, 

he grew up here.   He is a junior at Leo Junior -Senior 

High School, where he plays football and works 

out.   He volunteers with Students Sharing Hearts 

(SSH) and worked at the Youth Dinner and Auction 

at Praise last spring.  

    Nick's good friend, member Christian Nitz, invited 

him to Youth Group.   He loved everyone there and 

felt like they were all family. This eventually lead him 

to join Praise.   Nick resides with  his parents, Paul and 

Jackie Johnson,  in the northwest area of Fort 

Wayne.  

   Welcome to Praise, Nick.   May your blessings be 

abundant as you daily walk with  the Heavenly Fa-

ther.   
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Church Member Benefits  

Praise Evangelical Lutheran Church (PELC) and Little 
Praisers Preschool and Child Care are pleased to serve 
the families of our congregation and our community by 
offering a quality, Christ-centered preschool and day 
care.  Members of PELC will be given priority on waiting 
lists and first opportunity during open enrollment times.  
The annual registration fee is waived for members of 
PELC, and members receive a 10% discount on pre-
school and child care services at Little Praisers accord-
ing to the following guidelines: 

Attendance ï Members must attend church ser-
vices at PELC at least 50% of the weeks of 
each quarter (3 months of the year) to be 
eligible for this discount.  Members will not be 
able to account for more than one (1) service 
per week (Monday ï Sunday) toward their 
discount eligibility. 

 
Who attends ï The parent member(s) of the child

(ren) must be in attendance at PELC the 
above mentioned minimum to be eligible. 

 
Tracking ï The member participants in this pro-

gram will be tracked by the entry of their name
(s) in the attendance log which will be entered 
into Shepardôs Staff.  It is the Member Par-
ticipantôs responsibility to enter their name
(s) in the attendance log .  Little Praisers 
Staff will work with Praise Lutheran Adminis-
trative for access to Shepardôs Staff to identify 
attendance of participants.  

 
Disqualification ï When attendance does not 

meet minimum standard, the following will 
occur: 

The Little Praisers staff will know within 2 
weeks after the end of the quarter if 
minimum requirement for eligibility 
is not met. 

Once it is determined if requirement is 
not met, the discount will be imme-
diately suspended. 

The eligibility will be reinstituted the quar-
ter following attendance require-
ment met.  (For example: If the 
member is participating during Q1 
and it is determined in the first two 
weeks of Q2 that the member did 
not meet standard, the member 
would not receive the discount in 
Q2.  Also, the member would not be 
eligible for the discount in Q3 if they 
did not meet the standard in Q2).    

 
Quarters ï The quarters for tracking will follow 

more along the school year than the typical 
quarters.  They are as follows: 

Q1 - September, October and November 
Q2 - December, January and February 
Q3 - March, April and May 
Q4 - June, July and August 
 

Stacking discounts ï The member discount will 
be given in addition to the sibling discount, but 
will not be in addition to the employee dis-
count. 

 

 

 

 

  

Little Praisers September News  

  

Summer certainly went by quickly!  Classes are now in session for 

our local schools, and we are back to our òregularó schedule at 

Little Praisers.  This year, we are excited that our school -age pro-

gram is full!  The recent economy has meant that many day-

cares in our area have had low numbers, especially in that age 

group.  However, we are excited to have 55 children from Kin-

dergarten on up this year.  Our full -time program for infants 

through age 5 is nearly full, with just a few openings left in the 

older classes to leave room for some younger children to move 

up as new infants arrive ð it is sort of a òtrickle-upó system here!  

Our part -time preschool classes are also full.  We are very busy, 

and thankful for the new families whose children are here to 

learn about Jesus and his love!  

 Almost every day, as Jacob and Grace and I pull in the 

drive -way to come to school and work, Jacob says something 

like, òLook, Mom!  The workers are almost done!ó  I love his ex-

citement for the building project!  I have done many tours of 

Little Praisers in recent weeks.  Each time, I am delighted to let 

families know that our church is growing!  I get many comments 

about how nice our facilities are, and people are surprised that 

in this economy we are adding on to our building.  The first im-

pression people get when they come through our doors is one of 

the first steps toward their feelings about our church.  Hopefully, 

our warmth and Christian love are the biggest part of that, but I 

know that our stewardship of the place God has given us speaks 

to others, as well.  

 One thing I am excited about right now at Little Praisers 

is that our toddler teachers now have the Concordia Publishing 

House book òThe Blessing Placeó in their classrooms.  This book 

gives our toddler teachers more ideas for creating developmen-

tally appropriate and Jesus -centered classrooms for our tod-

dlers. 

 Our teachers are working hard to learn and grow, just as 

our children do!  Karen Bilger and Joyce Wolfe have recently 

completed the renewal process of their Child Development As-

sociate credentials, and Joan Dadisman is getting close to com-

pleting her renewal.  We are thankful for the dedication they 

show toward their very important work here.  

 Please remember that the Member Benefits Policy at 

Praise goes into effect September 1.  If you have any questions 

about this member discount for Little Praisers, please ask me!  

 

Godõs peace, 

Alicia  
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A Bible Study for Women By Kristen Myers 

Will begin on Sunday, September 26th at 9:30 AM 
During the Sunday School/Adult Bible Study Hour 

Location : Yellow Room of Education Wing 
 

Books will be available for the Bible Study,  

for planning, please let Chris Klopfenstein know that you would like 

to join the study, and a book will be provided.  You may call her in 

the church office #490-7729, or at home #637-6307. 

 
Table of Contents: 
Chapter 1 éHe Wants to Have Coffee with Me? 
Chapter 2éLetôs Meet for Coffee 
Chapter 3éSo Good to See You 
Chapter 4éSorry I Havenôt Called More 
Chapter 5éWhatôs Going OnéReally Going On? 
Chapter 6éShow Me Your Pictures 
Chapter 7éWeôll Have to Do This Again 
Chapter 8éThe Next Cup 
  
So bring your cup of coffee, diet coke, orange juice, or whatever you 

prefer to drink in the morning, and join the women of Praise for this 

special study ñCoffee with the Saviorò. 
  

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY 

     
The ladies will begin a new topic on Thursday, September 9 entitled   "Worry: God, Why Am I 

So Worried?"    Everybody worries about something.   How do we handle so much?   How do 

we cope with things we don't understand or don't have time to process?    What is 

worry?   How does it affect us?   These questions, and more, will be addressed.  

   If you ever worry, this might be the study for you.   All women are invited, including non -

members.   Bible Study is held every Thursday (except holidays) at 7:00 PM in the silver room.   Study books 

are available at no charge.   Please request them before this study begins, if possible,  so we can try to 

have one for everyone on  September  9.  Contact Sandy Wright at 637 -1132 or 

srwright68@yahoo.com .  Hope to see you then.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

Outreach Ministry would like to thank all the 

volunteers that contributed to this year's Va-

cation Bible School which was held on Satur-

day, June 26th from 9:00 AM until 4:00 

PM.  Special recognition to the following vol-

unteers:  

                Mindy Delagrange - VBS Director  

                Alicia Levitt  

                Jill Hoeppner  

                Jackie Scheumann  

                Dawn Fugate  

                Becky Matson - Music      
 

Also, thanks to Fellowship Ministry for supply-

ing the meal with the volunteers and the chil-

dren.  

 

This year's event was scheduled differently 

than in the past due to the uncertainty of the 

Church's construction.   VBS was a one day 

event with an appropriate Construction 

theme. The Bible verse that was taught to 

the children with this year's theme was He-

brew 3:4.   "For every House is built by some-

one, but the builder of all things is 

God."   There were four age groups of chil-

dren from Pre K to 5th grade taken part ac-

tivities ranging from Christian music, Bible 

verses to crafts and game activities.   This 

year's event was able to spread the Word of 

God to over 50 children.   

mailto:srwright68@yahoo.com
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Bible Study Opportunities  

Praise has multiple Bible Studies that will be starting soon ð take a look below.  If youõre interested, please speak to 

the appropriate contact person.  Get into Godõs Word! 

Day/ 

Location  
Audience  

Start 

Date 
Description  Contact Info  

Sunday 
9:30-

10:30am: 
Youth Room 

Senior High 
Youth 

Sept 5th 

"Demolishing Strongholds" -- Shot live before 300 teens and embellished 
with a cutting-edge comic book style, Demolishing Strongholds'  topics 
include developing a biblical worldview, tips on how to engage and reach 
friends for Christ, confidence boosting ideas on how to confront our evo-
lutionized culture, and examples of "cultural brainwashing." 

Stacie Brown 
482-2010 

Stacie.Brown@ 
fwcs.k12.in.us 

Sunday 
9:30-

10:30am: 
Sanctuary 

All Adults Sept 5th 

Adult Bible Class -- Genesis! Everything begins 'in the beginning' of the 
world and human time. Each Sunday we'll be walking through about a 
chapter or so of the Bible. Bible history is 'His Story,' and God's Word 
tells us about the origin of all things. Come, bring your Bible...and a 
friend. 

Pastor Dancy 
494-9970 
pastord@ 

praiselc.org 

Sunday 
9:30-

10:30am: 
Yellow Room 

Women Sept 26th 

"Coffee with the Savior" -- Women spending time with those they love 
and those they want to get to know better. They drink coffee with them, 
share stories, and study God's Word together. And God invites us to do 
the same with Him. So grab your latte, your friends, and your Bible and 
spend time with your Savior. Sound interesting? Please join us! 

Chris Klopfenstein 
637-6307 

caklopfenstein@ 
comcast.net 

Sunday 
9:30-

10:30am: 
Orange 
Room 

Men Sept 26th 

"Men's Fraternity" -- The Quest for Authentic Manhood class focuses on 
a man's core identity. It will help men by looking back at past issues that 
may have distorted their idea of biblical masculinity. Throughout the 
study, men will learn how to clearly define manhood and will finally be 
able to give a answer to the questions, "What is a man?" and "What am I 
living to be?" 

Barry Brown 
637-6546 

thebrownclan@ 
frontier.com 

Monday 7:00-
9:00pm: 

Youth Room 
All Adults Sept 13th 

Bible Discovery Class -- Looking for a church? Have questions about 
Christian doctrine, the Bible and it's relevance for today's world? If you 
have friends whom you would like to lead to Christ, invite them to this 
class and bring them. Topics are seen in the light of Gods Word, the one 
Authority of truth, that reveals God's plan of salvation in Jesus Christ. 
This 8-week class is an introduction for non-Lutherans to join Praise's 
congregation. 

Pastor Dancy 
494-9970 
pastord@ 

praiselc.org 

Thursday 
9:30-

11:00am: 
Youth Room 

All Adults Sept 9th 

THUMBS (THUrsday Morning Bible Study) -- Don't be 'all thumbs' 
around your Bible! We're beginning with a study of the New Testament 
and the book of Matthew. No tests or pressure, just good fellowship and 
lots of fruitful digging in God's Word! 

Pastor Dancy 
494-9970 
pastord@ 

praiselc.org 

Thursday 
7:00-8:30pm: 
Silver Room 

Women Sept 9th 

"Worry: God, Why am I so Worried?" -- Everybody worries about some-
thing. How do we cope with things we don't understand or don't have 
time to process? What is worry? How does it affect us? These questions, 
and more, will be addressed. If you ever worry, this might be the study 
for you. All women are invited, including non-members. 

Sandy Wright 
637-1132 

srwright68@ 
yahoo.com 

Monthly 
Young  

Couples 
Sept 12th 

The Young Couples Bible Study meets monthly at the homes of mem-
bers. We will be deciding on a new topic at our next meeting which is 
September 12th @ 4:30pm at the home of Chris & Alicia Levitt. Usually 
the lesson lasts around 1 hour; we do not bring our children. Any couple 
who considers themselves 'young' is welcome! 

Jason & Jill  
Hoeppner   
627-8943 

jhoeppner@ 
msn.com 
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With construction going on at 

church we have decided to 

put the weekly coffee house 

on hold!    

Once the new youth room is 

open and functional we will 

need several youth or young 

adults that are willing to man-

age and organize this activity.  

If you want to take the lead, 

contact me.  

Blessings, 

Elaine Battenberg  

637-6815 

2011 YOUTH TRIP ANNOUNCED 
By Pastor Brown 

For those youth who are at 

least in the 9 th grade during 

the 2010/2011 school year, 

we are excited to tell you 

about a great adventure 

that is being made avail-

able to you very soon.  On 

Sunday, April 3 rd we will 

leave Praise after the 2 nd  worship service and 

make our way to Colorado to swoosh down 

the slopes.  Interested chaperones and ski trip 

participants should mark your calendars and 

plan on attending the information meeting on 

September 1 st at 7pm.  Those who have ques-

tions should see Pastor Brown.  

LIFEõS BIG QUESTIONS ð GODõS BIG 

ANSWERS 
By Pastor Brown 

òLifeõs Big Questions ð Godõs Big Answersó is the 

title of the book that the Senior High is reading as 

their summer devotional.  As we continue with 

our youth group meetings, the following are the 

list of chapters we will be discussing on every 

Wednesday:  

 

September 1 st ð Senior High 2011 trip meeting ð 

no book discussion tonight.  

September 8 th ð Chapter #10 (Did Jesus really 

exist) 

September 15 th  ð Chapter #11 (What about Je-

susõ death & resurrectioné) 

September 22 nd  ð Chapter 12 (Postmodernism)  

September 29 th ð Chapter 13 (Witnessing our 

faith)  

YOUTH GROUPS PLAN AHEAD 
By Pastor Brown 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

October 15 th ð Pigeon River canoe trip (all youth)  

October 29 th ð Fall Festival at Praise (Youth encour-

aged to volunteer)  

October 23 rd ð Haunted house trip (Sr. High)  

November 12 th ð IDYG Youth Gathering (Sr. High)  

November 19 th ð Lock -in! (Sr. High only)  

April 3 rd ð Ski & Snowboarding trip (2011 Sr. Trip)  

YOUTH GROUP  
By Pastor Brown 

 

Continuing in September, due to many factors, we will enjoy a regular rotation 

of having youth group meetings at the homes of our youth or those in the congrega-

tion that would like to chaperone a youth event.  This will take place until our new 

youth room is ready for us to move in (timetable TBA ð but estimated by the start of 

October).  In the mean time, a signup sheet for hosting youth group will be available 

at the clipboard area near Pastor Brownõs office door.  Please help host a group if you 

can.  The schedule is as follows:  

325ers ð 1st Wednesday of the month.  

Jr. High ð 2nd  & 4 th Wednesdays of the month at 5:30pm.  

Sr. High ð Every Wednesday night at 7pm.  
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YOUTH GROUP òBREAK-OUTó EVENTS 
By Pastor Brown  

ICHTHUS CHRISTIAN MUSIC FESTIVAL 
By Pastor Brown 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, September 25 th.  This Christian music 

festival located at Kruse Auction Park in Auburn, 

Indiana will be a one day music extravaganza 

that will attract Christians from great distances.  

Headliners include Family Force 5, Red, KJ -52, 

Switchfoot, Reliant K, Barlow Girl, Thousand Foot 

Krutch, Sanctus Real, The Afters, Phil Keaggy, 

DedembeRadio, & Every Sunday.  Go to 

www.Icthusfortwayne.org   for details.  Fifteen 

group rate tickets have been purchased by 

Praise and are available from Pastor Brown for 

$28.25 each.  Please make checks payable to 

Praise Lutheran Church.  If you are not one of the 

first 15 to purchase tickets from Pastor Brown at 

this special price, you will be responsible for se-

curing your own tickets through the website or 

getting them the day of the event.  Tickets the 

day of the event are $40 for ages 12 and over.  

See the website for exact ticket pricing and dis-

counts according to age.  Praise will be traveling 

as a group to the event and carpooling from the 

church.  Jr. & Sr. High students, if left under Pastor 

Brownõs care, will be allowed to split off from the 

main group and visit various locations of the festi-

val without staying with the larger main group.  

325ers are asked to have a parent or appointed 

chaperone accompany them for the day.  

LETõS GO CAMPING 
By Pastor Brown 

 

 

 

I can think of no better way to enjoy the changing 

of the leaves and view spectacular fall foliage than 

to do a little camping and take a canoe trip across 

several miles of winding rivers that will lead you 

through some of natureõs finest areas.  All youth 

groups (3 -5th grades are asked to be accompanied 

by parents or guardian) are invited to join us Friday 

and Saturday, October 15 th and 16 th .  Departure 

time from Praise on Friday will be approximately 

5pm, but may vary depending on the individual 

schedule and preferences of all those attending.  

We will return Saturday evening immediately follow-

ing the end of the canoe trip.  Cost is as follows:  $27 

per canoe with 2 people and $32 for 3 people in a 

canoe.  Canoe trip will last approximately 3 hours.  

Camping fee is $5.00 per person.  All money will be 

collected the day of event.  Please sign up by Octo-

ber 10 th with Pastor Brown.  More information can be 

found at www.pigeonrivercanoeandcamp.com   

The campground and canoe sight is approximately 

40 minutes from Praise Lutheran Church.  Meal de-

tails are:  

Dinner Friday ð hotdogs around campfire.  Friday 

food will be provided by Praise youth ministry.  

Breakfast Saturday ð bring your own.  

Lunch Saturday ð pack a lunch.  We will stop & eat 

during the canoe trip.  

Dinner Saturday ð We may stop (depending on tim-

ing) somewhere for dinner on way home.  

Jr. & Sr. High. Maumee River cleanup ð Due to scheduling complications, Praise Lutheran Church 

youth group will not be attending this event in September.  
  

Jr. & Sr. High Saturday, September 25 th.  Ichthus Christian Music Festival.  See separate article in this 

newsletter.  

3-5th grades  Saturday, September 4 th .  Youth group and accompanying parents/chaperones will 

have a chance to be experience defeat by Pastor Brownõs crazy miniature golf skills.  

We will leave Praise at 11am and drive to the Pizza Hut on Coliseum for lunch.  After-

wards, Putt Putt Golf Games on Speedway Drive will be our destination.  All youth are 

responsible for their own money and transportation.  If a ride is needed, please see Pas-

tor Brown in advance.  

http://www.Icthusfortwayne.org
http://www.pigeonrivercanoeandcamp.com
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OUTREACH EVENTS AND MINISTRY NOTES FOR SEPTEMBER 2010 
Submitted By Josephine Dibble  

 

Breaking Barriers presentations at LCMS National Youth Gathering, July 18 -20, 2010:  Pastor Brown gave three 

huge shows at the Youth Gathering last month. All three were òsold outó performances, and people were 

waiting i n line for hours in advance to get a seat! We also sold a good number of books, t -shirts, and DVDs 

after the presentations. The exposure that weõve achieved for the Breaking Barriers ministry through these 

three shows is tremendous. Praise God for this amazing opportunity!  

 

Breaking Barriers presentation in Las Vegas, July 26 th, 2010:  

Pastor Brown had the privilege of sharing the presentation in late July during a Partners in Ministry conference 

in Las Vegas, NV. The leaders and educators who were present were delighted to watch the presentation 

and learn about the unique style of ministry we are doing.  

 

Have you seen the new Breaking Barriers Presentation on DVD? Copies are available at Praise for $15; see 

Pastor Brown if you would like to purchase one. This DVD is an exciting milestone for our ministryõs outreach 

because we can now bring the Breaking Barriers presentation to people everywhere, all over the world ð and 

reach so many more souls with the Gospel, especially those who would never have the opportunity to attend 

a live presentation.  

     Members of Praise, this presentation makes a great witnessing tool!  Please consider buying a copy (or 

two) to share with friends and acquaintances who may not yet know our Lord. Your purchase is a financial 

blessing as well - remember, Tri -Pillar Publishing and Breaking Barriers are donating ALL proceeds from the sale 

of the DVD directly to Praise Lutheran Church.  

We now have a 2 ½ minute promotional clip available online to advertise the DVD. If you would like to help 

promote the DVD by putting a link to the promo video on your Facebook page or other social networking 

site, here is the link: www.tripillarpublishing.com/BB_DVD_Promo_For_Web.wmv  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Praise God for the continued success  

of the Breaking Barriers ministry!  

 

Josephine Dibble, Tri -Pillar Publishing  

www.tripillarpublishing.com  

http://www.tripillarpublishing.com/BB_DVD_Promo_For_Web.wmv
http://www.tripillarpublishing.com/
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An update from the Potts Family! 

The Grace of Lord Jesus Christ be with you!   

 

Much has changed for us since our last letter.  At the beginning of the sum-

mer we were enjoying a little family time, getting ready to send Chad off for 

his annual Air Force Training and packing our home in Fort Wayne.  We are 

now living in the highest incorporated city in the U.S. with a view of the 

highest (Mt. Elbert) and second highest (Mt. Massive) peaks in the Rockies 

out our window!   

 

The journey for us began in July.  The kids and Michelle took a trip to Wis-

consin to visit with family.  While there we spent some time with cousins, a 

day with Great Grandma and Great Grandpa Breeden and the rest of the fam-

ily, and then Michelle left the boys in the care of Grandparents while she 

returned to Fort Wayne 

to complete packing 

and cleaning the house.  Chad came home from Air Force Training on July 

22 and we left for Wisconsin on the 23rd.  We spent a few more days visit-

ing and then left for Colorado on July 27.   

 

We took our time traveling to Colorado and stopped to see some the sights 

along the way.  Our first day of travel included a flat tire, a trip to the 

SPAM museum and finally our destination of Des Moines.  Day 2 included 

a stop at the Union Pacific Railroad Museum.  We spent that night with an 

old college friend of Michelleôs in Kearney, Nebraska.  Day 3 we were on 

the road to Denver and stopped at the Buffalo Bill Estate.  We arrived in 

Denver on Thursday and Friday morning met with Chadôs supervisor, Pas-

tor Christian Rasmussen, for breakfast.  We did a little Denver sightseeing 

and made the trip up the mountain to our new home in Leadville!   

 

On Sunday Chad was installed as the Vicar of Good Shepherd Lutheran in Lead-

ville and Christ Lutheran in Breckenridge.  Most of Chadôs duties over this year 

will be in Leadville, but once a month Pastor C and Chad will switch places.  

We didnôt have a lot of time to spend with the Good Shepherd people on Sun-

day, so on Wednesday they had a great welcome dinner for us.  We also hit the 

ground running.  The next weekend was the townôs annual Boom Days and with 

the festival came a parade, so we designed our trailer into a float and let the boys 

hand out candy.  The following week was spent baking cookies and we had a 

bake sale at the Bike fest and made cookies for the Leadville Trail 100 Bike 

Race.  This week we are also baking cookies for the Trail 100 Foot Race.   

 

Our time here has not been all work and no play.  We have also taken the time to do some awesome trail hikes, bike rides, and 

took the Leadville Train.  For Sethôs Birthday 5th birthday we took a White Water Rafting trip down the Arkansas River.   


