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We love because he first loved us.     
1 John 4:19�
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Back to Basics - continued 
 

In order for the congregation to become more familiar with the benefits of the Stephen Ministry program, during the next few months 
we will be sharing basic information about this Christian caregiving ministry using articles from the Saint Louis Stephen Ministry of-
fice and website.   In the end, we hope you will be more knowledgeable about this great program we have here at Praise Lutheran. 

 

Topics: 

May: Who Benefits from Stephen Ministry? 

June: Stephen Ministries Definitions – Part 1 

July: Stephen Ministries Definitions – Part 2 

Aug: Information on Stephen Ministry St. Louis 

 

Who Benefits from Stephen Ministry? 

People Who Need Care… 

· Receive quality, Christ-centered, confidential care for their hurts and needs 

· Find hope, healing, and a new sense of self-worth through the support of a Stephen Minister 

· Know they are remembered and supported by their congregation in times of personal difficulty 

· Receive ongoing care for continuing needs long after the onset of a crisis, when many others have forgotten about them 

· Grow in a deeper relationship with their Lord as they experience God’s unconditional love for them through their Stephen Minis-
ter 

Your Pastors… 

· No longer shoulder the entire burden of caring in the congregation, as if the pastor were the only one able, willing, or called to do 
this ministry 

· Receive support and care from the lay people who are part of the congregation’s Stephen Ministry Team 

· Reach more members of the congregation with quality Christian care 

· Experience renewed joy and satisfaction as they equip others and so extend the reach of their own ministries 

· Have more time to focus on the ministries that only the pastor can do 

Your Lay People… 

· Discover, cultivate, and use the spiritual gifts they have been blessed with 

· See themselves as active partners in the mission and ministry of the church 

· Find all aspects of their lives enriched by the distinctively Christian caregiving skills they learn and practice 

· Experience great joy as they see God working through them to bring hope and healing to a hurting person 

· Grow spiritually as they experience the Lord’s loving presence in community with other Christian caregivers 

Your Entire Congregation… 

· Discovers that many members want to be involved in meaningful ministry and will respond to the call to become a Stephen Minis-
ter or Stephen Leader 

· Becomes a more loving community that is more sensitive and responsive to people’s needs for care 

· Is able to provide more quality Christian care, so that fewer people slip through the cracks 

· Is able to reach out to the unchurched who are hurting and introduce them to the healing love of Jesus in their time of need 

· Sees itself as not only being served by the pastor, but as a caring body of believers actively involved in serving one another in 
love. 

 

Christ Caring for People through People.�
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   (Missouri Synod) 

   1115 West Dupont Road, Fort Wayne, IN  46825 

 PHONE:   260-490-7729 FAX:   260-490-0364 

    e-mail:  office@praiselc.org    website:  www.praiselc.org 
 

 
 

SENIOR PASTOR:  Rev. Dr. Paul B. Dancy  260-627-3927 
Emergencies:  260-494-9970 

   e-mail:  pastord@praiselc.org 
 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR:  Rev. J Brown 260-490-7729 
Cell Phone:  260-460-7725 

e-mail:  pastorb@praiselc.org  
     

FIELD WORKER:  Isaac Schuller cell # 832-282-7691 
e-mail:  schulleris@ctsfw.edu 

   
CHILD CARE DIRECTOR:  Alicia Levitt 
CHILD CARE OFFICE:  260-490-9529           

 
   PRAYER CHAIN:  Lois Gumbert   260-637-3010 

e-mail:  lgumbertlig@yahoo.com 
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